i

NUMBER 72 2008

Housing & communities

The annual publication of the parodneck foundation

WORKING WITH PEOPBEILD BETTER HOUSING FOR BETTER COMMU

Farewell to Jordi ReyesMontblanc

It is with great sadness and a profound sense of loss that we report the passing of our longtime board member, Vice
Chairman, and friend, Jordi Rey®®ntblanc in late December. He was 65.

We first became aware of Jordi as a tireless cru-
sader for the preservation and promotion of
HDFCs Housing Development Fund Corpora-
tions) inNew York City about 15 years ago. As
most of our readers know, HDFCs are an impor-
tant part of the affordable housing sector, repre-
senting over 20,000 low and moderate income
households living in nefor-profit rental, mutual
housing and limited equity cooperative housing.
In 1988, Jordi was among the tenant leaders of
601 West 138 Street who successfully peti-
tioned the city for entry into the Tenant Interim
Lease Program. After a lot of work, which in-

Jordi ReyesMontblanc, center, at the opening of Logan volved uniting a tenant body and enlisting the
Gardens, with Senator Chuck Schumer, Congressman Chaylesp port of suspici ous commer
Rangel anather elected and community leaders in 2005.building became a cooperative in May of 1993.

| Having received a firshand education into the makings
of a successful cooperative, Jordi took this valuable ex-
perience and turned it into a force for the development of
new, and preservation of older, HDFCs by founding the
HDFC Coalition. This later became the HDFC Council,
serving as a membership organization for the public pro-
motion of HDFCs; as a forum for the sharing of ideas and
experiences; as a means for mobilizing opinion and action
on issues of greatest concern to HDFCs and affordable
housing in general; as a unified economic and political
Jordi with Irma Rodriquez, Parodneck Foundation force to be reckoned with, and as a means of enhancing
Chairperson, and also Executive Director of Queens e canacity of HDFCs tenonitor and provide technical
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